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REGIONAL TOURISM — INVESTMENT 
Statement by Member for North West Central 

MR V.A. CATANIA (North West Central) [12.52 pm]: The Western Australian Labor government needs to 
immediately allocate additional funding so that coastal tourist hotspots such as Geraldton, Exmouth and Broome 
will not lose cruise ship visits, which have been a vital boost to those local economies. Last month, 
Carnival Cruises announced that it would be withdrawing from the Western Australian cruise ship market due to 
a lack of funding from the Western Australian government to assist in enabling better access and reliability at 
regional ports. The local governments and chambers of commerce understand the importance of the cruise ship 
industry to the growth of tourism, and local small businesses have been demanding that the state government 
make the necessary investments immediately. 

The Western Australian Labor Party promised to spend $425 million on tourism over five years. However, it was 
unclear about where the vast majority of that money would be spent. The Labor government needs to be honest 
with the Western Australian tourism industry and show the industry where it is going to invest the rest of the 
money that it has committed to spend to make Western Australia one of the world’s greatest tourism destinations 
and to create jobs. We want our cruise ship tourists to fly back to Western Australia and spend more time touring 
our regional towns. Regional Western Australia has many world-class attractions, and the Labor government 
needs to invest the lion’s share of the $425 million to which it has committed into making regional tourism 
viable. The Labor government should ask the federal government to also make an investment so that we can 
ensure that cruise ships continue to visit our shores. 
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